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The clash between Communism and Islam in the Soviet Union pitted two socio-political systems against one
another, each proclaiming ultimate truth. This study examines the first decades of the struggle in Central
Asia (1917-1941), where an ancient religious tradition faced an aggressive form of secular modernity. The
Soviets attempted to break down Muslim culture and remold it on Marxist-Leninist lines. Central Asians
played complex roles in this effort, both defending and attacking Islam, but mostly trying to survive. Despite
Stalin's totalitarian aims, the Soviet regime in Central Asia was often weak even into the 1930s, and by 1941
the opposing systems had reached a standoff.

The Communist Party pursued the destruction of Islam in stages, which reflected the development of Soviet
political strength. The party developed propaganda that both attacked Islam and extolled the new Soviet
culture. However, the entire process was plagued by inefficiency, ignorance, and disobedience. By 1941, the
Communists had inflicted tremendous damage, but customs such as circumcision, brideprice, and polygyny
had merely gone underground. Central Asians had not exchanged the fundamental identity of Muslim for
Marxist-Leninist. Keller utilizes documents from Moscow and Tashkent, including the now-closed former
Communist Party Archive of Uzbekistan.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this To Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet Campaign Against Islam in Central
Asia, 1917-1941.

Andrew Murphy:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This To Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet Campaign Against Islam in Central
Asia, 1917-1941 book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer of To Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet Campaign Against Islam in Central
Asia, 1917-1941 content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
To Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet Campaign Against Islam in Central Asia, 1917-1941 is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Jeffrey Messina:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal
with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be To Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet
Campaign Against Islam in Central Asia, 1917-1941 why because the amazing cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Ronald Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The To
Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet Campaign Against Islam in Central Asia, 1917-1941 will give you new



experience in reading through a book.
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