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I first read Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita on a balcony of the Hotel Metropole in Saigon on
three summer evenings in 1971. The tropical air was heavy and full of the smells of cordite and motorcycle
exhaust and rotting fish and wood-fire stoves, and the horizon flared ambiguously, perhaps from heat
lightning, perhaps from bombs. Later each night, as was my custom, I would wander out into the steamy
back alleys of the city, where no one ever seemed to sleep, and crouch in doorways with the people and
listen to the stories of their culture and their ancestors and their ongoing lives. Bulgakov taught me to hear
something in those stories that I had not yet clearly heard. One could call it, in terms that would soon
thereafter gain wide currency, "magical realism". The deadpan mix of the fantastic and the realistic was at
the heart of the Vietnamese mythos. It is at the heart of the present zeitgeist. And it was not invented by
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, as wonderful as his One Hundred Years of Solitude is. Garcia Marquez's landmark
work of magical realism was predated by nearly three decades by Bulgakov's brilliant masterpiece of a
novel. That summer in Saigon a vodka-swilling, talking black cat, a coven of beautiful naked witches,
Pontius Pilate, and a whole cast of benighted writers of Stalinist Moscow and Satan himself all took up
permanent residence in my creative unconscious. Their presence, perhaps more than anything else from the
realm of literature, has helped shape the work I am most proud of. I'm often asked for a list of favorite
authors. Here is my advice. Read Bulgakov. Look around you at the new century. He will show you things
you need to see.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Master and Margarita as your daily
resource information.

Kristy Abrahams:

The reserve untitled The Master and Margarita is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of The Master and Margarita from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Ronald Ybarra:

The e-book with title The Master and Margarita contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joey Mendoza:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a e-book. The book The Master and Margarita it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.
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