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“Those of us who knew how to swim crossed to the other bank. But a number of our company did not know
how to swim, and I was among that number. One of the Indians gave me a sign to go get a nearly dry log . . .
then, fastening a strap on each end, he made us understand that we should hold on to the log with one arm
and try to swim with the other arm and our feet . . . While trying to swim . . . I accidentally hit the Father in
the stomach. At that moment he thought he was lost and, I assure you, he invoked the patron saint of his
order, St. Francis, with all his heart. I could not keep from laughing although I could see I was in peril of
drowning. But the Indians on the other side saw all this and came to our help . . .

“Still there were others to get across. . . . We made the Indians understand that they must go help them, but
because they had become disgusted by the last trip, they did not want to return again. This distressed us
greatly.”—From Henri Joute’s journal, March 23, 1687, shortly after La Salle was murdered.

The La Salle Expedition in Texas presents the definitive English translation of Henri Joutel’s classic account
of Rene-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle’s 1684–1687 expedition to establish a fort and colony near the
mouth of the Mississippi River. Written from detailed notes taken during this historic journey, Joutel’s
journal is the most comprehensive and authoritative account available of this dramatic story of adventure and
misadventure in Texas. Joutel, who served as post commander for La Salle, describes in accurate and
colorful detail the daily experiences and precise route La Salle’s party followed in 1687 from the Texas coast
to the Mississippi River. By carefully comparing Joutel’s compass directions and detailed descriptions to
maps and geographic locations, Foster has established where La Salle was murdered by his men, and has
corrected many erroneous geographic interpretations made by French and American scholars during the past
century.

Joutel’s account is a captivating narrative set in a Texas coastal wilderness. Foster follows Joutel, La Salle,
and their fellow adventurers as they encounter Indians and their unique cultures; enormous drifting herds of
bison; and unknown flora and fauna, including lethal flowering cactus fruit and rattlesnakes. The cast of
characters includes priests and soldiers, deserters and murderers, Indian leaders, and a handful of French
women who worked side-by-side with the men. It is a remarkable first hand tale of dramatic adventure as
these diverse individuals meet and interact on the grand landscape of Texas.

Joutel’s journal, newly translated by Johanna S. Warren, is edited and annotated with an extensive
introduction by William C. Foster. The account is accompanied by numerous detailed maps and the first
published English translation of the testimony of Pierre Meunier, one of the most knowledgeable and
creditable survivors of La Salle’s expedition.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

The book The La Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--1687 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The
La Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--1687? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book The La Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--1687 has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Kistner:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book The La Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri
Joutel, 1684--1687 ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The La Salle Expedition to Texas: The
Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--1687 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book The La Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--
1687. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

John McCraw:

The reason? Because this The La Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--1687 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Matthew Hood:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The La Salle Expedition to Texas:
The Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--1687 guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The La
Salle Expedition to Texas: The Journal of Henri Joutel, 1684--1687 as good book not only by the cover but



also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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