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On August 14, 1945, Alfred Eisenstaedt took a picture of a sailor kissing a nurse in Times Square, minutes
after they heard of Japan's surrender to the United States. Two weeks later LIFE magazine published that
image. It became one of the most famous WWII photographs in history (and the most celebrated photograph
ever published in the world's dominant photo-journal), a cherished reminder of what it felt like for the war to
finally be over. Everyone who saw the picture wanted to know more about the nurse and sailor, but
Eisenstaedt had no information and a search for the mysterious couple's identity took on a dimension of its
own. In 1979 Eisenstaedt thought he had found the long lost nurse. And as far as almost everyone could
determine, he had. For the next thirty years Edith Shain was known as the woman in the photo of V-J Day,
1945, Times Square. In 1980 LIFE attempted to determine the sailor's identity . Many aging warriors stepped
forward with claims, and experts weighed in to support one candidate over another. Chaos ensued.

For almost two decades Lawrence Verria and George Galdorisi were intrigued by the controversy
surrounding the identity of the two principals in Eisenstaedt's most famous photograph and collected
evidence that began to shed light on this mystery. Unraveling years of misinformation and controversy, their
findings propelled one claimant's case far ahead of the others and, at the same time, dethroned the supposed
kissed nurse when another candidate's claim proved more credible. With this book, the authors solve the 67-
year-old mystery by providing irrefutable proof to identify the couple in Eisenstaedt's photo. It is the first
time the whole truth behind the celebrated picture has been revealed.

The authors also bring to light the couple's and the photographer's brushes with death that nearly prevented
their famous spontaneous Times Square meeting in the first place. The sailor, part of Bull Halsey's famous
task force, survived the deadly typhoon that took the lives of hundreds of other sailors. The nurse, an
Austrian Jew who lost her mother and father in the Holocaust, barely managed to escape to the United States.
Eisenstaedt, a World War I German soldier, was nearly killed at Flanders.

For more information on the book, go to www.thekissingsailor.com.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

The book THE KISSING SAILOR: The Mystery Behind the Photo that Ended World War II can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
THE KISSING SAILOR: The Mystery Behind the Photo that Ended World War II? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book THE KISSING SAILOR: The Mystery Behind the Photo that
Ended World War II has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Dustin Alvarez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
book that recommended for your requirements is THE KISSING SAILOR: The Mystery Behind the Photo
that Ended World War II this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Steven Parrish:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This THE KISSING SAILOR: The
Mystery Behind the Photo that Ended World War II can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Lucille Yang:

You can find this THE KISSING SAILOR: The Mystery Behind the Photo that Ended World War II by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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