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As the distribution of wealth between rich and poor in the United States grew more and more unequal over
the past twenty years, this economic gap assumed a life of its own in the popular culture. The news and
entertainment media increasingly portrayed the lives of the poor with such stereotypes as the lazy welfare
mother and the thuggish teen, offering Americans few ways to learn how the "other half" really lives.
Laboring Below the Line works to bridge this gap by synthesizing a wide range of qualitative scholarship on
the working poor. The result is a coherent, nuanced portrait of how life is lived below the poverty line, and a
compelling analysis of the systemic forces in which poverty is embedded, and through which it is
perpetuated.

Laboring Below the Line explores the role of interpretive research in understanding the causes and effects of
poverty. Drawing on perspectives of the working poor, welfare recipients, and marginally employed men and
women, the contributors—an interdisciplinary roster of ethnographers, oral historians, qualitative
sociologists, and narrative analysts—dissect the life circumstances that affect the personal outlook, ability to
work, and expectations for the future of these people. For example, Carol Stack views the work aspirations
of an Oakland teenager for whom a job is important, even though it strains her academic performance. And
Ruth Buchanan looks at low-wage telemarketing workers who are attempting to move up the economic
ladder while balancing family, education, and other important commitments. What emerges is a compelling
picture of low-wage workers—one that illustrates the precarious circumstances of individuals struggling with
the economic conditions and institutions that surround them Each chapter also explores the capacity for
economic survival from a different angle, with ancillary commentary complementing the ethnographies with
perspectives from other fields of study, such as economics.

At this moment of governmental retrenchment, ethnography's complex, nonstereotypical portraits of
individual people fighting against poverty are especially important. Laboring Below the Line reveals the
ambiguities of real lives, the potential for individuals to change in unexpected ways, and the even greater
intricacy of the collective life of a community.
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

The book Laboring Below the Line: The New Ethnography of Poverty, Low-Wage Work, and Survival in
the Global Economy can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the great thing like a book Laboring Below the Line: The New Ethnography of Poverty, Low-Wage
Work, and Survival in the Global Economy? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Laboring Below the Line: The New Ethnography of Poverty, Low-Wage Work, and Survival in
the Global Economy has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look
the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Vincent Ashworth:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Laboring Below the Line: The New Ethnography of Poverty, Low-Wage Work, and Survival in the Global
Economy, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Diane Worrell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Laboring Below the Line:
The New Ethnography of Poverty, Low-Wage Work, and Survival in the Global Economy, you are able to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Larry Valadez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Laboring Below the Line: The New Ethnography of Poverty,



Low-Wage Work, and Survival in the Global Economy why because the amazing cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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