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Joseph Nicolar’s The Life and Traditions of the Red Man tells the story of his people from the first moments
of creation to the earliest arrivals and eventual settlement of Europeans. Self-published by Nicolar in 1893,
this is one of the few sustained narratives in English composed by a member of an Eastern Algonquian-
speaking people during the nineteenth century. At a time when Native Americans’ ability to exist as Natives
was imperiled, Nicolar wrote his book in an urgent effort to pass on Penobscot cultural heritage to
subsequent generations of the tribe and to reclaim Native Americans’ right to self-representation. This
extraordinary work weaves together stories of Penobscot history, precontact material culture, feats of
shamanism, and ancient prophecies about the coming of the white man. An elder of the Penobscot Nation in
Maine and the grandson of the Penobscots’ most famous shaman-leader, Old John Neptune, Nicolar brought
to his task a wealth of traditional knowledge.

The Life and Traditions of the Red Man has not been widely available until now, largely because Nicolar
passed away just a few months after the printing of the book was completed, and shortly afterwards most of
the few hundred copies that had been printed were lost in a fire. This new edition has been prepared with the
assistance of Nicolar’s descendants and members of the Penobscot Nation. It includes a summary history of
the tribe; an introduction that illuminates the book’s narrative strategies, the aims of its author, and its key
themes; and annotations providing historical context and explaining unfamiliar words and phrases. The book
also contains a preface by Nicolar’s grandson, Charles Norman Shay, and an afterword by Bonnie D.
Newsom, former Director of the Penobscot Nation’s Department of Cultural and Historic Preservation. The
Life and Traditions of the Red Man is a remarkable narrative of Native American culture, spirituality, and
literary daring.
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From reader reviews:

Jillian Diaz:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered
treasure of Native American literature.

Naomi Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native
American literature it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book offers high quality.

Bruce Patton:

You can obtain this The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native American
literature by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Christopher Pipkin:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native American
literature we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to



change your life at this time book The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native
American literature. You can more pleasing than now.
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