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With the arrival of Clement V in 1309, seven popes ruled the Western Church from Avignon until 1378.
Joëlle Rollo-Koster traces the compelling story of the transplanted papacy in Avignon, the city the popes
transformed into their capital. Through an engaging blend of political and social history, she argues that we
should think more positively about the Avignon papacy, with its effective governance, intellectual creativity,
and dynamism. It is a remarkable tale of an institution growing and defending its prerogatives, of people both
high and low who produced and served its needs, and of the city they built together.

As the author reconsiders the Avignon papacy (1309–1378) and the Great Western Schism (1378–1417)
within the social setting of late medieval Avignon, she also recovers the city’s urban texture, the stamp of its
streets, the noise of its crowds and celebrations, and its people’s joys and pains. Each chapter focuses on the
popes, their rules, the crises they faced, and their administration but also on the history of the city,
considering the recent historiography to link the life of the administration with that of the city and its people.
The story of Avignon and its inhabitants is crucial for our understanding of the institutional history of the
papacy in the later Middle Ages. The author argues that the Avignon papacy and the Schism encouraged
fundamental institutional changes in the governance of early modern Europe—effective centralization linked
to fiscal policy, efficient bureaucratic governance, court society (société de cour), and conciliarism. This
fascinating history of a misunderstood era will bring to life what it was like to live in the fourteenth-century
capital of Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and
Society had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The e-book Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and
Society is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society. You never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Donald Calderon:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417:
Popes, Institutions, and Society is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gayle Oconnell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and
Society is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

David Conover:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-
1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-
1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society become your starter.
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