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A sweeping narrative history of the events leading to 9/11, a groundbreaking look at the people and ideas,
the terrorist plans and the Western intelligence failures that culminated in the assault on America. Lawrence
Wright’s remarkable book is based on five years of research and hundreds of interviews that he conducted in
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Sudan, England, France, Germany, Spain, and the United States.

The Looming Tower achieves an unprecedented level of intimacy and insight by telling the story through the
interweaving lives of four men: the two leaders of al-Qaeda, Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri; the
FBI’s counterterrorism chief, John O’Neill; and the former head of Saudi intelligence, Prince Turki al-Faisal.

As these lives unfold, we see revealed: the crosscurrents of modern Islam that helped to radicalize Zawahiri
and bin Laden . . . the birth of al-Qaeda and its unsteady development into an organization capable of the
American embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania and the attack on the USS Cole . . . O’Neill’s heroic
efforts to track al-Qaeda before 9/11, and his tragic death in the World Trade towers . . . Prince Turki’s
transformation from bin Laden’s ally to his enemy . . . the failures of the FBI, CIA, and NSA to share
intelligence that might have prevented the 9/11 attacks.

The Looming Tower broadens and deepens our knowledge of these signal events by taking us behind the
scenes. Here is Sayyid Qutb, founder of the modern Islamist movement, lonely and despairing as he meets
Western culture up close in 1940s America; the privileged childhoods of bin Laden and Zawahiri; family life
in the al-Qaeda compounds of Sudan and Afghanistan; O’Neill’s high-wire act in balancing his all-
consuming career with his equally entangling personal life—he was living with three women, each of them
unaware of the others’ existence—and the nitty-gritty of turf battles among U.S. intelligence agencies.

Brilliantly conceived and written, The Looming Tower draws all elements of the story into a galvanizing
narrative that adds immeasurably to our understanding of how we arrived at September 11, 2001. The
richness of its new information, and the depth of its perceptions, can help us deal more wisely and effectively
with the continuing terrorist threat.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

This The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 book is just not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Looming Tower: Al-
Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the
Road to 9/11 having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Lourdes Tyner:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the
Road to 9/11 book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Cynthia Caron:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11.

Clifford White:

This The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 in your hand like having the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful



do you still doubt that?
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