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Kipling became intensely involved in the war between Britain and the Boer republics which took place
between 1899 and 1902, years during which a number of the poems in this collection were composed. He
was unquestioning, not to say fanatic, in his support of British policies in southern Africa. Others have been
more critical: for many years it was believed that a desire on the part of financiers like Cecil Rhodes to
control the gold mines of the Transvaal underlay England's declaration of war against the Boers. More recent
thinking has focussed instead on the strategic interests of Britain within Africa, where as early as 1815
Britain had taken possession of the crucially situated Cape Colony. For thirty years previous to the Anglo-
Boer War Britain had been pursuing a programme of annexations, taking over Basutoland, southern
Bechuanaland, Zululand and Togoland, in a drive to contain the Boer republics and deny them direct access
to the Indian Ocean. It was intended to prevent them from operating entirely outside the sphere of British
influence, lest, with increasing wealth from their mineral assets, they should come to pose a threat to any
future expansion of British interests in Africa. Direct military intervention on the part of Britain was only the
logical conclusion of this policy. Around the world, however, liberal opinion, as distinct from the views of
other empire-building governments, condemned Britain for its attempt to crush these two small nations,
which had chosen to govern themselves as republics
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From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Five Nations will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Amanda Dell:

This The Five Nations are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this The Five Nations can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed people. Beside that this The Five Nations giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Beverly Ingram:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
often the book you have read will be The Five Nations.

Douglas Ayer:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books
in the top list in your reading list is actually The Five Nations. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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