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For many people attracted to Eastern religions (particularly Zen Buddhism), Asia seems the source of all
wisdom. As Bernard Faure examines the study of Chan/Zen from the standpoint of postmodern human
sciences and literary criticism, he challenges this inversion of traditional "Orientalist" discourse: whether the
Other is caricatured or idealized, ethnocentric premises marginalize important parts of Chan thought.
Questioning the assumptions of "Easterners" as well, including those of the charismatic D. T. Suzuki, Faure
demonstrates how both West and East have come to overlook significant components of a complex and
elusive tradition. Throughout the book Faure reveals surprising hidden agendas in the modern enterprise of
Chan studies and in Chan itself. After describing how Jesuit missionaries brought Chan to the West, he
shows how the prejudices they engendered were influenced by the sectarian constraints of Sino-Japanese
discourse. He then assesses structural, hermeneutical, and performative ways of looking at Chan, analyzes
the relationship of Chan and local religion, and discusses Chan concepts of temporality, language, writing,
and the self. Read alone or with its companion volume, The Rhetoric of Immediacy, this work offers a critical
introduction not only to Chinese and Japanese Buddhism but also to "theory" in the human sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Chan Insights and Oversights book since
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sheila Kilburn:

This book untitled Chan Insights and Oversights to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Mildred Olsen:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Chan
Insights and Oversights, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Gloria Todd:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Chan Insights and Oversights guide
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still skepticism Chan Insights and Oversights as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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