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From minding your Ps and Qs to wondering why X should mark the spot, Alphabetical is abook for
everyone who loves words and language. Whether it's how letters are arranged on keyboards or Viking
runes, textspeak or zip codes, this book will change the way you think about letters for ever. How on Earth
did we fix upon our twenty-six letters, what do they really mean, and how did we come to write them down
in the first place? Michael Rosen takes you on an unforgettable adventure through the history of the al phabet
in twenty-six vivid chapters, fizzing with personal anecdotes and fascinating facts. Starting with the
mysterious Phoenicians and how sounds first came to be written down, he races on to show how nonsense
poems work, pins down the strange story of OK, traces our seven lost |etters and tackles the tyranny of
spelling, among many many other things. His heroes of the alphabet range from Edward Lear to Phyllis
Pearsall (the inventor of the A-Z), and from the two scribes of Beowulf to rappers. Each chapter takeson a
different subject - whether it's codes, umlauts or the writing of dictionaries. Rosen's enthusiasm for letters
positively leaps off the page, whether it's the story of hislife told through the typewriters he's owned or a
chapter on jokes written in a string of gags and word games. So if you ever wondered why Hawaiian only
has a thirteen-letter alphabet, why X should mark the spot or became shorthand for Christmas or how exactly
to write down the sound of awild raspberry, read on ...
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From reader reviews:
Diego Mears:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tellsa Story. Try to stumble through
book Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tellsa Story as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you really feel aone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, itis
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
amost everything by the book. So , et me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Linda Amato:

This Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story without we comprehend teach the one who looking at
it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story
can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
haveit inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story having
good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jillian Diaz:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of waysto share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Benjamin Torres:

This Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tellsa Story is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book



especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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