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In A Forgetful Nation, the renowned postcolonialism scholar Ali Behdad turns his attention to the United
States. Offering a timely critique of immigration and nationalism, Behdad takes on an idea central to
American national mythology: that the United States is “a nation of immigrants,” welcoming and generous to
foreigners. He argues that Americans’ treatment of immigrants and foreigners has long fluctuated between
hospitality and hostility, and that this deep-seated ambivalence is fundamental to the construction of national
identity. Building on the insights of Freud, Nietzsche, Foucault, and Derrida, he develops a theory of the
historical amnesia that enables the United States to disavow a past and present built on the exclusion of
others.

Behdad shows how political, cultural, and legal texts have articulated American anxiety about immigration
from the Federalist period to the present day. He reads texts both well-known—J. Hector St. John de
Crèvecoeur’s Letters from an American Farmer, Alexis de Tocqueville’s Democracy in America, and Walt
Whitman’s Leaves of Grass—and lesser-known—such as the writings of nineteenth-century nativists and of
public health officials at Ellis Island. In the process, he highlights what is obscured by narratives and texts
celebrating the United States as an open-armed haven for everyone: the country’s violent beginnings,
including its conquest of Native Americans, brutal exploitation of enslaved Africans, and colonialist
annexation of French and Mexican territories; a recurring and fierce strand of nativism; the need for a docile
labor force; and the harsh discipline meted out to immigrant “aliens” today, particularly along the Mexican
border.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Steward:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve A Forgetful Nation: On Immigration and
Cultural Identity in the United States will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or appropriate book with you?

Byron Angle:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be A Forgetful Nation: On Immigration and Cultural Identity in the United
States why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Rachel Addison:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Forgetful Nation: On Immigration
and Cultural Identity in the United States can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Patricia Morales:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and A Forgetful Nation: On Immigration and
Cultural Identity in the United States or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes A Forgetful Nation: On Immigration and Cultural Identity
in the United States to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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