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Values have always been a central topic in both philosophy and the social sciences. Statements about what is
good or bad, fair or unfair, legitimate or illegitimate, express clear beliefs about human existence. The fact
that values differ from culture to culture and century to century opens many questions. In The Origin of
Values, Raymond Boudon offers empirical, data-based analysis of existing theories about values, while
developing his own perspective as to why people accept or reject value statements.

Boudon classifies the main theories of value, including those based on firm belief, social or biological
factors, and rational or utilitarian attitudes. He discusses the popular and widely influential Rational Choice
Model and critiques the postmodernist approach. Boudon investigates why relativism has become so
powerful and contrasts it with the naturalism represented by the work of James Q. Wilson on moral
sensibility. He follows with a constructive attempt to develop a new theory, beginning with Weber’s idea of
non-instrumental rationality as the basis for a more complex idea of rationality.

Applying Boudon’s own and existing theories of value to political issues and social ideas—the end of
apartheid, the death penalty, multiculturalism, communitarianism—The Origin of Values is a significant
work. Boudon fulfills a major task of social science: explanation of collective belief. His book will be of
interest to sociologists, philosophers, psychologists, and political scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hale:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Origin of Values: Sociology and Philosophy of Beliefs. Try
to the actual book The Origin of Values: Sociology and Philosophy of Beliefs as your close friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Guillermo Behler:

This The Origin of Values: Sociology and Philosophy of Beliefs is completely new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this The Origin of Values: Sociology and Philosophy of Beliefs can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Bertha Montes:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The Origin of Values: Sociology and Philosophy of Beliefs can
give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make
a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Origin of Values:
Sociology and Philosophy of Beliefs.

Nancy Brown:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This book The Origin of Values: Sociology and Philosophy of Beliefs was filled concerning science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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