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The Shanghai school system has attracted worldwide attention since its impressive performance in the
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) in 2009. The system ranks as a ‘stunning success’
according to standards of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). Shanghai
also stands out for having the world’s highest percentage of ‘resilient students’ – students from socio-
economically disadvantaged backgrounds who emerge as top performers. Learning From Shanghai: Lessons
on Educational Success offers a close-up view of the people and the policies that have achieved such world-
class performance. Based on research and personal observation gathered during the author’s recent field
work with school principals, teachers and students, this book explores the factors that explain Shanghai’s
exceptional success in education. The approach combines high standards of scholarly research and analysis
with the author’s unique personal insights, as evidenced by chapters entitled Education is Filling a Bucket
and Lighting a Fire and Tiger Mothers, Dragon Children. Drawing on her experience as an education
professional and a teacher of teachers, Charlene Tan thoroughly examines and analyzes the people, the
policies and the practices that distinguish Shanghai educators. The contents include comprehensive details on
the Shanghai approach to quality education, from discussion of the balance between centralization and
decentralization, to school autonomy and accountability, to testing policy and professional development for
teachers. The book includes detailed tables on curriculum and school performance targets, sample appraisal
forms for teachers and students, and dozens of photographs. The author is an Associate Professor at the
National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

This book untitled Learning from Shanghai: Lessons on Achieving Educational Success (Education in the
Asia-Pacific Region: Issues, Concerns and Prospects) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Carmel Smith:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Learning from Shanghai: Lessons on Achieving Educational Success (Education in the Asia-Pacific Region:
Issues, Concerns and Prospects).

Susan Spiegel:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Learning from Shanghai: Lessons on Achieving
Educational Success (Education in the Asia-Pacific Region: Issues, Concerns and Prospects) why because
the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.

Brandy Godwin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Learning from Shanghai: Lessons on Achieving Educational Success (Education in the Asia-
Pacific Region: Issues, Concerns and Prospects) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.
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