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Social anxiety about poverty surfaces with startling frequency in American literature. Yet, as Gavin Jones
argues, poverty has been denied its due as a critical and ideological framework in its own right, despite
recent interest in representations of the lower classes and the marginalized. These insights lay the
groundwork for American Hungers, in which Jones uncovers a complex and controversial discourse on the
poor that stretches from the antebellum era through the Depression.

Reading writers such as Herman Melville, Theodore Dreiser, Edith Wharton, James Agee, and Richard
Wright in their historical contexts, Jones explores why they succeeded where literary critics have fallen
short. These authors acknowledged a poverty that was as aesthetically and culturally significant as it was
socially and materially real. They confronted the ideological dilemmas of approaching poverty while giving
language to the marginalized poor--the beggars, tramps, sharecroppers, and factory workers who form a
persistent segment of American society. Far from peripheral, poverty emerges at the center of national
debates about social justice, citizenship, and minority identity. And literature becomes a crucial tool to
understand an economic and cultural condition that is at once urgent and elusive because it cuts across the
categories of race, gender, and class by which we conventionally understand social difference.

Combining social theory with literary analysis, American Hungers masterfully brings poverty into the
mainstream critical idiom.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

The book American Hungers: The Problem of Poverty in U.S. Literature, 1840-1945 (20/21) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading a book American Hungers: The Problem of Poverty in U.S. Literature, 1840-1945 (20/21) to
get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a
book American Hungers: The Problem of Poverty in U.S. Literature, 1840-1945 (20/21). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Anthony Pisano:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book American Hungers: The Problem of
Poverty in U.S. Literature, 1840-1945 (20/21). All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Juan Hinkson:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Hungers: The Problem of Poverty in U.S.
Literature, 1840-1945 (20/21) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Jason Nimmons:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide American Hungers: The Problem of Poverty in U.S. Literature,
1840-1945 (20/21) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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