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In this volume, Geoffrey Madell develops a revised account of the self, making a compelling case for why
the "simple" or "anti-criterial" view of personal identity warrants a robust defense. Madell critiques recent
discussions of the self for focusing on features which are common to all selves, and which therefore fail to
capture the uniqueness of each self. In establishing his own view of personal identity, Madell proposes (a)
that there is always a gap between ‘A is f and g’ and ‘I am f and g’; (b), that a complete description of the
world offered without recourse to indexicals will fail to account for the contingent truth that I am one of the
persons described; and (c), that an account of conscious perspectives on the world must take into account
what it means for an apparently arbitrary one of these perspectives to be mine. Engaging with contemporary
positions on the first person, embodiment, psychological continuity, and other ongoing arguments, Madell
contends that there can be no such thing as a criterion of personal identity through time, that no bodily or
psychological continuity approach to the issue can succeed, and that personal identity through time must be
absolute, not a matter of degree. Madell’s view that the nature of the self is substantively different from that
of objects in the world will generate significant discussion and debate among philosophers of mind.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Essence of the Self: In Defense of the Simple View of Personal Identity
(Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy). Try to stumble through book The Essence of the Self: In
Defense of the Simple View of Personal Identity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) as your
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Inez Morales:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Essence of the Self: In Defense of the Simple View of Personal Identity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary
Philosophy).

Seth Sutherland:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled The Essence of the Self: In Defense of the Simple View of Personal
Identity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) can be very good book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

April Cotton:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Essence of the Self: In Defense of the Simple View of Personal



Identity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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