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On November 4, 1979, Iranian militants stormed the United States Embassy in Tehran and took sixty-six
Americans captive. Thus began the Iran Hostage Crisis, an affair that captivated the American public for 444
days and marked America's first confrontation with the forces of radical Islam. Using hundreds of recently
declassified government documents, historian David Farber takes the first in-depth look at the hostage crisis,
examining its lessons for America's contemporary War on Terrorism.

Unlike other histories of the subject, Farber's vivid and fast-paced narrative looks beyond the day-to-day
circumstances of the crisis, using the events leading up to the ordeal as a means for understanding it. The
book paints a portrait of the 1970s in the United States as an era of failed expectations in a nation plagued by
uncertainty and anxiety. It reveals an American government ill prepared for the fall of the Shah of Iran and
unable to reckon with the Ayatollah Khomeini and his militant Islamic followers.

Farber's account is filled with fresh insights regarding the central players in the crisis: Khomeini emerges as
an astute strategist, single-mindedly dedicated to creating an Islamic state. The Americans' student-captors
appear as less-than-organized youths, having prepared for only a symbolic sit-in with just a three-day supply
of food. ABC news chief Roone Arledge, newly installed and eager for ratings, is cited as a critical catalyst
in elevating the hostages to cause célèbre status.

Throughout the book there emerge eerie parallels to the current terrorism crisis. Then as now, Farber
demonstrates, politicians failed to grasp the depth of anger that Islamic fundamentalists harbored toward the
United States, and Americans dismissed threats from terrorist groups as the crusades of ineffectual madmen.

Taken Hostage is a timely and revealing history of America's first engagement with terrorism and Islamic
fundamentalism, one that provides a chilling reminder that the past is only prologue.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

The book Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam
(Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Taken Hostage: The Iran
Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open and read a publication Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with
Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

David Hedges:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage
Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Domingo Adams:

The e-book with title Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical
Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) posesses a lot of information that you can study
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jeff Cunningham:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First
Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to



read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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