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Since the series' inception in 1915, the annual volumes of The Best American Short Stories have launched
literary careers, showcased the most compelling stories of each year, and confirmed for all time the
significance of the short story in our national literature. Now THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES
OF THE CENTURY brings together the best of the best - fifty-five extraordinary stories that represent a
century's worth of unsurpassed accomplishments in this quintessentially American literary genre. Here are
the stories that have endured the test of time: masterworks by such writers as Ernest Hemingway, William
Faulkner, Willa Cather, F. Scott Fitzgerald, William Saroyan, Flannery O'Connor, John Cheever, Eudora
Welty, Philip Roth, Joyce Carol Oates, Raymond Carver, Cynthia Ozick, and scores of others. These are the
writers who have shaped and defined the landscape of the American short story, who have unflinchingly
explored all aspects of the human condition, and whose works will continue to speak to us as we enter the
next century. Their artistry is represented splendidly in these pages. THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT
STORIES series has also always been known for making literary discoveries, and discovery proved to be an
essential part of selecting the stories for this volume too. Collections from years past yielded a rich harvest of
surprises, stories that may have been forgotten but still retain their relevance and luster. The result is a
volume that not only gathers some of the most significant stories of our century between two covers but
resurrects a handful of lost literary gems as well. Of all the great writers whose work has appeared in the
series, only John Updike's contributions have spanned five consecutive decades, from his first appearance, in
1959, to his most recent, in 1998. Updike worked with coeditor Katrina Kenison to choose stories from each
decade that meet his own high standards of literary quality.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Best American Short Stories of the
Century is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Rachel Louviere:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Best American Short Stories of the Century it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers
high quality.

James Jones:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. The Best American Short Stories of the Century can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Carolyn Charles:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Best American Short Stories of the Century
can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Best American Short Stories of the
Century.
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