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In this original examination of alcohol production in early America, Sarah Hand Meacham uncovers the
crucial role women played in cidering and distilling in the colonial Chesapeake. Her fascinating story is one
defined by gender, class, technology, and changing patterns of production.

Alcohol was essential to colonial life; the region’s water was foul, milk was generally unavailable, and tea
and coffee were far too expensive for all but the very wealthy. Colonists used alcohol to drink, in cooking, as
a cleaning agent, in beauty products, and as medicine. Meacham finds that the distillation and brewing of
alcohol for these purposes traditionally fell to women. Advice and recipes in such guidebooks as The
Accomplisht Ladys Delight demonstrate that women were the main producers of alcohol until the middle of
the 18th century. Men, mostly small planters, then supplanted women, using new and cheaper technologies
to make the region’s cider, ale, and whiskey.

Meacham compares alcohol production in the Chesapeake with that in New England, the middle colonies,
and Europe, finding the Chesapeake to be far more isolated than even the other American colonies. She
explains how home brewers used new technologies, such as small alembic stills and inexpensive cider
pressing machines, in their alcoholic enterprises. She links the importation of coffee and tea in America to
the temperance movement, showing how the wealthy became concerned with alcohol consumption only after
they found something less inebriating to drink.

Taking a few pages from contemporary guidebooks, Every Home a Distillery includes samples of historic
recipes and instructions on how to make alcoholic beverages. American historians will find this study both
enlightening and surprising.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Oliver:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Every
Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America: History,
Context, Culture)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Antonio Beeler:

The book Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early
America: History, Context, Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Lewis Wade:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Every Home a Distillery:
Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture),
you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Billy Salazar:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender,
and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) guide written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial
Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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