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The Radhasoami tradition, as founded by Shiv Dayal Singh in Agra in 1861, has been highly influential in
the development of several new religions in North America and elsewhere. However, little work has been
done in showing how Radhasoami has been transplanted into American soil and the impact it has had on the
spiritual marketplace. Utilizing socio- historical/textual analysis, this study begins by exploring the
emergence of Radhasoami as a transnational religion, focusing on the development of Radhasoami in
America since the early part of this century. The objective is to illustrate its influence on several guru
movements in America, paying close attention to how society, in particular, alters the manifestation of
religious groups and their respective theology. By charting such lines of influence among religions, we may
then begin to get a much keener understanding of how and why religions evolve the way they do. Among the
guru movements genealogically and theologically connected to Radha- soami are: Paul Twitchell's Eckankar;
John-Roger Hinkins' Movement of Spiritual Inner Awareness [MSIA]; and Dr. Bhagat Singh Thind's Sikh
Study Groups. In addition, there are numerous smaller groups who have been influenced by Radhasoami
which do not have as yet many members. Nonetheless, these "virtual" groups are important not only because
they contribute to the plurality of religion in America, but they give us access to study the evolutionary
beginnings of a group which may develop into a well known entity or at least serve as a micro-bridge for
future movements. Each of these "virtual" groups, Jerry Mulvin's Divine Science of Light and Sound, Gary
Olsen's The Master Path, and Michael Turner's The Sonic Spectrum, have developed a unique version of
Radhsoami practices and teachings, illustrating the fluidity of religious ideas and how such ideas get
incorporated and transformed over very short periods of time and in very limited settings.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Guru in America: The
Influence of Radhasoami on New Religions in America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Charles Green:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Guru in America: The Influence of Radhasoami on New Religions in America, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Wayne Gaddis:

The Guru in America: The Influence of Radhasoami on New Religions in America can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Guru in America: The Influence of Radhasoami on New Religions in America although doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Patricia Coulter:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the The Guru in America: The Influence of Radhasoami on New Religions in
America when you required it?
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