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In 726 the Byzantine emperor, Leo III, issued an edict that all religious images in the empire were to be
destroyed, a directive that was later endorsed by a synod of the Church in 753 under his son, Constantine V.
If the policy of Iconoclasm had succeeded, the entire history of Christian art--and of the Christian church, at
least in the East--would have been altered.

Iconoclasm was defeated--by Byzantine politics, by popular revolts, by monastic piety, and, most
fundamentally of all, by theology, just as it had been theology that the opponents of images had used to
justify their actions. Analyzing an intriguing chapter in the history of ideas, the renowned scholar Jaroslav
Pelikan shows how a faith that began by attacking the worship of images ended first in permitting and then in
commanding it.

Pelikan charts the theological defense of icons during the Iconoclastic controversies of the eighth and ninth
centuries, whose high point came in A.D. 787, when the Second Council of Nicaea restored the cult of
images in the church. He demonstrates how the dogmas of the Trinity and the Incarnation eventually
provided the basic rationale for images: because the invisible God had become human and therefore
personally visible in Jesus Christ, it became permissible to make images of that Image. And because not only
the human nature of Christ, but that of his Mother had been transformed by the Incarnation, she, too, could
be "iconized," together with all the other saints and angels.

The iconographic "text" of the book is provided by one of the very few surviving icons from the period
before Iconoclasm, the Egyptian tapestry Icon of the Virgin now in the Cleveland Museum of Art. Other
icons serve to illustrate the theological argument, just as the theological argument serves to explain the icons.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Llamas:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons
(The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36). You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Imago Dei: The
Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36).
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Arthur Coe:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A.
W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Justin Pritchett:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study.
Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen
Series, 35, 36) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Virginia Laird:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts,
1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36) can make you experience more interested to read.
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