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Childhood Deployed examines the reintegration of former child soldiers in Sierra Leone. Based on eighteen
months of participant-observer ethnographic fieldwork and ten years of follow-up research, the book argues
that there is a fundamental disconnect between the Western idea of the child soldier and the individual lived
experiences of the child soldiers of Sierra Leone. Susan Shepler contends that the reintegration of former
child soldiers is a political process having to do with changing notions of childhood as one of the central
structures of society.

For most Westerners the tragedy of the idea of “child soldier” centers around perceptions of lost and violated
innocence. In contrast, Shepler finds that for most Sierra Leoneans, the problem is not lost innocence but the
horror of being separated from one’s family and the resulting generational break in youth education. Further,
Shepler argues that Sierra Leonean former child soldiers find themselves forced to strategically perform (or
refuse to perform) as the“child soldier” Western human rights initiatives expect in order to most effectively
gain access to the resources available for their social reintegration. The strategies don’t always work—in
some cases, Shepler finds, Western human rights initiatives do more harm than good.

While this volume focuses on the well-known case of child soldiers in Sierra Leone, it speaks to the larger
concerns of childhood studies with a detailed ethnography of people struggling over the situated meaning of
the categories of childhood.It offers an example of the cultural politics of childhood in action, in which the
very definition of childhood is at stake and an important site of political contestation.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Velez:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers
in Sierra Leone will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Douglas Whatley:

The book Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing
like a book Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone? Several of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra
Leone has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Reed:

The experience that you get from Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone could be
the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in
Sierra Leone giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child
Soldiers in Sierra Leone instantly.

Jose Hackler:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Childhood Deployed: Remaking Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone.
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