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First published in 1733-1734, An Essay on Man, Alexander Pope’s best-known philosophical poem, was
highly praised by many of Pope’s European contemporaries, including Voltaire, Rousseau, Kant, and Hume.
The poem, divided into four Epistles, deals with the nature of man and his place in the universe, man as an
individual, man in society, and man in pursuit of happiness.
Voltaire called An Essay on Man “the most beautiful, most useful, most sublime didactic poem” in the
English language, but what was formerly regarded as the pinnacle of 18th-century poetry now languishes
largely unread or misread as a quaint period piece. In contrast, Harold Bloom recently described the Essay as
a “poetic disaster” of “absurd theodicy.” The Rape of the Text deconstructs the history of criticism for An
Essay on Man to account for and to reverse over two hundred years of deformation and trivialization of
Pope’s text by literary critics, philosophers, and historians of ideas. After showing why the commonplaces
about the Essay inscribed in Pope scholarship are suspect because of the mutual and abiding hostility of
logocentric and aesthetic traditions of misreading, Solomon rebuts the objections made to Pope’s
“philosophy” in a series of chapters demonstrating more appropriate strategies for interpreting Pope’s
persona, tone, methodology, argument, and figurality. Cumulatively the chapters characterize a discourse
work of “middle-state” Academic Skepticism that Pope shared with his admirers.
Although the characterization of Pope’s discourse world in The Rape of the Text has implications for Pope
and for 18th-century scholarship beyond the Essay on Man, it also has implications for reading all
philosophical poetry. Solomon contends that criticism of the Essay on Man is only an extreme example of
the deformation that occurs routinely when literary critics or philosopher interpret philosophical poetry, and
in the final chapter he calls for a “naturalization” of philosophical poetry as a genre as the necessary remedy
to our present willful blindness.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Here thing why this kind of The Rape of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on Man are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Rape of the Text: Reading and
Misreading Pope's Essay on Man giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no book that similar with The Rape of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on
Man. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of The Rape of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on Man in e-book can be
your alternative.

Jessica Ball:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Rape
of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on Man, you are able to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Pamela Cole:

The book untitled The Rape of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on Man is the publication
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Rape of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on
Man from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Edgar Workman:

The Rape of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on Man can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Rape of the Text: Reading and Misreading Pope's Essay on Man but doesn't forget the main level, giving



the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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