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Downtown is more than just a location, it's an attitude--and in the 1970s and '80s, that attitude forever
changed the face of America. This book charts the intricate web of influences that shaped the generation of
experimental and outsider artists working in Downtown New York during the crucial decade from 1974 to
1984. Published in conjunction with the first major exhibition of downtown art (organized by New York
University's Grey Art Gallery and Fales Library), The Downtown Book brings the Downtown art scene to
life, exploring everything from Punk rock to performance art.

The book probes trends that arose in the 1970s and solidified New York's reputation as arbiter of the
postmodern American avant-garde. By 1974, the hippie euphoria of the previous decade, with its optimism,
free love, and paeans to personal fulfillment, was over. In its place emerged a new kind of experimentation--
in art, sex, drugs, and rock and roll. The seven essays featured here examine from different perspectives how
Downtown artists constantly pushed the limits of both traditional media and the art world. Art critic Carlo
McCormick addresses the energy, power, drugs, and nonstop erotic motion that propelled the scene. Music
historian Bernard Gendron explores how minimalism, loft jazz, and Punk all occupied the same Downtown
spaces. RoseLee Goldberg, the noted scholar and critic of performance art, looks back at ten years of its
ascendancy Downtown. English professor Robert Siegle casts a critical eye on the literature of the
Downtown scene. Librarian and archivist Marvin J. Taylor surveys Downtown as both geography and
metaphor, and grapples with the question of how best to organize and preserve materials that often challenge
the very notion of the archive. The book also includes seminal essays on the critical theories underlying
Downtown art, by Brian Wallis; and on Downtown film, by Matthew Yokobosky.

The essays are intercut with personal reminiscences by such renowned pioneers of the Downtown scene as
Eric Bogosian, Richard Hell, Lydia Lunch, Ann Magnuson, Michael Musto, and Martha Wilson. More than
150 striking photographs feature Downtown denizens and galleries; works by Cindy Sherman, Keith Haring,
and many other artists; and hotspots such as CBGBs and Club 57. Hip and provocative, The Downtown Book
provides a rare glimpse into the cauldron of the New York artistic counterculture--and the colorful characters
who inhabited it.

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

Grey Art Gallery and the Fales Library

New York University
January 10 - April 1, 2006



The Andy Warhol Museum

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Mid-May to September 4, 2006

Austin Museum of Art

Austin, Texas
November 11, 2006 - January 28, 2007 (tentative dates)
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984. Try to the
actual book The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984 as your friend. It means that it can
to be your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Veronica McFadden:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Downtown Book: The New York
Art Scene 1974-1984, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Walter Crouse:

Beside this The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984 in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984 because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!

Aaron Eldred:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984 when you necessary it?
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