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Here in a newly annotated edition are the two founding documents of the United States of America: the
Declaration of Independence (1776), our great revolutionary manifesto, and the Constitution (1787–88), in
which “We the People” forged a new nation and built the framework for our federal republic. Together with
the Bill of Rights and the Civil War amendments, these documents constitute what James Madison called our
“political scriptures” and have come to define us as a people. Now a Pulitzer Prize–winning historian serves
as a guide to these texts, providing historical contexts and offering interpretive commentary.

In an introductory essay written for the general reader, Jack N. Rakove provides a narrative political account
of how these documents came to be written. In his commentary on the Declaration of Independence, Rakove
sets the historical context for a fuller appreciation of the important preamble and the list of charges leveled
against the Crown. When he glosses the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the subsequent amendments,
Rakove once again provides helpful historical background, targets language that has proven particularly
difficult or controversial, and cites leading Supreme Court cases. A chronology of events provides a
framework for understanding the road to Philadelphia. The general reader will not find a better, more helpful
guide to our founding documents than Jack N. Rakove.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

This The Annotated U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence are usually reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Annotated U.S. Constitution and
Declaration of Independence can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Annotated U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

John Armstead:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Annotated U.S. Constitution and
Declaration of Independence is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Beth Call:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Annotated U.S. Constitution and Declaration
of Independence can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The
Annotated U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence.

John Dame:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Annotated U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence when you required it?
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