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A synthesis of forty years' work by France's leading sociologist, this book pushes the critique of scholarly
reason to a new level. It is a brilliant example of Bourdieu's unique ability to link sociological theory,
historical information, and philosophical thought.

Pascalian Meditations makes explicit the presuppositions of a state of "scholasticism," a certain leisure
liberated from the urgencies of the world. Philosophers, unwilling to engage these presuppositions in their
practice, have brought them into the order of discourse, not so much to analyze them as to legitimate them.
This situation is the primary systematic, epistemological, ethical, and aesthetic error that Bourdieu subjects
to methodological critique.

This critique of scholarly reason is carried out in the name of Pascal because he, too, pointed out the features
of human existence that the scholastic outlook ignores: he was concerned with symbolic power; he refused
the temptation of foundationalist thinking; he attended (without populist naïveté) to "ordinary people"; and
he was determined to seek the raison d'être of seemingly illogical behavior rather than condemning or
mocking it.

Through this critique, Bourdieu charts a negative philosophy that calls into question some of our most
fundamental presuppositions, such as a "subject" who is free and self-aware. This philosophy, with its
intellectual debt to such other "heretical" philosophers as Wittgenstein, Austin, Dewey, and Peirce, renews
traditional questioning of the concepts of violence, power, time, history, the universal, and the purpose and
direction of existence.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Pascalian Meditations will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Lawrence Scuderi:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pascalian Meditations can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Latricia Wynkoop:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Pascalian Meditations was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Pascalian Meditations has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Danny Padilla:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available
for a person. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just looking for the Pascalian Meditations when you necessary it?
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