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For more than thirty-five years, Thomas W. Dichter has worked in the field of international development,
managing and evaluating projects for nongovernmental organizations, directing a Peace Corps country
program, and serving as a consultant for such agencies as USAID, UNDP, and the World Bank. On the basis
of this extensive and varied experience, he has become an outspoken critic of what he terms the
"international poverty alleviation industry." He believes that efforts to reduce world poverty have been well-
intentioned but largely ineffective. On the whole, the development industry has failed to serve the needs of
the people it has sought to help.

To make his case, Dichter reviews the major trends in development assistance from the 1960s through the
1990s, illustrating his analysis with eighteen short stories based on his own experiences in the field. The
analytic chapters are thus grounded in the daily life of development workers as described in the stories.

Dichter shows how development organizations have often become caught up in their own self-perpetuation
and in public relations efforts designed to create an illusion of effectiveness. Tracing the evolution of the role
of money (as opposed to ideas) in development assistance, he suggests how financial imperatives have
reinforced the tendency to sponsor time-bound projects, creating a dependency among aid recipients. He also
examines the rise of careerism and increased bureaucratization in the industry, arguing that assistance efforts
have become disconnected from important lessons learned on the ground, and often lessons of world history.

In the end, Dichter calls for a more light-handed and artful approach to development assistance, with fewer
agencies and experts involved. His stance is pragmatic, rather than ideological or political. What matters, he
says, is what works, and the current practices of the development industry are simply not effective.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Frigo:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Despite Good Intentions: Why
Development Assistance to the Third World Has Failed. All type of book can you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Melvin Robinson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Despite Good Intentions: Why Development Assistance to the
Third World Has Failed book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Despite Good Intentions: Why Development
Assistance to the Third World Has Failed content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So
, do you still thinking Despite Good Intentions: Why Development Assistance to the Third World Has Failed
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Thomas Dacosta:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Despite Good Intentions: Why Development Assistance to the Third World
Has Failed as your daily resource information.

Cherie Fidler:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled Despite Good Intentions: Why Development Assistance to the Third
World Has Failed can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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