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Rain is elemental, mysterious, precious, destructive.
  
It is the subject of countless poems and paintings; the top of the weather report; the source of the world's
water. Yet this is the first book to tell the story of rain.

Cynthia Barnett's Rain begins four billion years ago with the torrents that filled the oceans, and builds to the
storms of climate change. It weaves together science—the true shape of a raindrop, the mysteries of frog and
fish rains—with the human story of our ambition to control rain, from ancient rain dances to the 2,203 miles
of levees that attempt to straitjacket the Mississippi River. It offers a glimpse of our "founding forecaster,"
Thomas Jefferson, who measured every drizzle long before modern meteorology. Two centuries later, rainy
skies would help inspire Morrissey’s mopes and Kurt Cobain’s grunge. Rain is also a travelogue, taking
readers to Scotland to tell the surprising story of the mackintosh raincoat, and to India, where villagers
extract the scent of rain from the monsoon-drenched earth and turn it into perfume.

Now, after thousands of years spent praying for rain or worshiping it; burning witches at the stake to stop
rain or sacrificing small children to bring it; mocking rain with irrigated agriculture and cities built in
floodplains; even trying to blast rain out of the sky with mortars meant for war, humanity has finally
managed to change the rain. Only not in ways we intended. As climate change upends rainfall patterns and
unleashes increasingly severe storms and drought, Barnett shows rain to be a unifying force in a fractured
world. Too much and not nearly enough, rain is a conversation we share, and this is a book for everyone who
has ever experienced it.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Donaldson:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Rain: A Natural and
Cultural History book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Daniel Rhoads:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Rain: A Natural and
Cultural History that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you can pick Rain: A Natural and Cultural History become your personal starter.

Violet Shook:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Rain: A Natural and Cultural History
publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Rain: A Natural and Cultural History as good
book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its
protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ernest Nunez:

This Rain: A Natural and Cultural History is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Rain: A Natural and Cultural History can be the
light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer.
So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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