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How do we use our mental images of the present to reconstruct our past? Maurice Halbwachs (1877-1945)
addressed this question for the first time in his work on collective memory, which established him as a major
figure in the history of sociology. This volume, the first comprehensive English-language translation of
Halbwach's writings on the social construction of memory, fills a major gap in the literature on the sociology
of knowledge.

Halbwachs' primary thesis is that human memory can only function within a collective context. Collective
memory, Halbwachs asserts, is always selective; various groups of people have different collective
memories, which in turn give rise to different modes of behavior. Halbwachs shows, for example, how
pilgrims to the Holy Land over the centuries evoked very different images of the events of Jesus' life; how
wealthy old families in France have a memory of the past that diverges sharply from that of the nouveaux
riches; and how working class construction of reality differ from those of their middle-class counterparts.

With a detailed introduction by Lewis A. Coser, this translation will be an indispensable source for new
research in historical sociology and cultural memory.

Lewis A. Coser is Distinguished Professor of Sociology Emeritus at the State University of New York and
Adjunct Professor of Sociology at Boston College.
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From reader reviews:

Aurelio Ashley:

The book On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book On Collective Memory (Heritage
of Sociology Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

Douglas Holmes:

Here thing why this On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with On
Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of On Collective Memory (Heritage of
Sociology Series) in e-book can be your substitute.

Elizabeth Ramsey:

The guide untitled On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) is the e-book that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
research when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Anthony Carter:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) we can get more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book On Collective



Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series). You can more attractive than now.
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