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How did Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, and Cubans become known as “Hispanics” and “Latinos” in the United
States? How did several distinct cultures and nationalities become portrayed as one? Cristina Mora answers
both these questions and details the scope of this phenomenon in Making Hispanics. She uses an
organizational lens and traces how activists, bureaucrats, and media executives in the 1970s and '80s created
a new identity category—and by doing so, permanently changed the racial and political landscape of the
nation.

Some argue that these cultures are fundamentally similar and that the Spanish language is a natural basis for
a unified Hispanic identity. But Mora shows very clearly that the idea of ethnic grouping was historically
constructed and institutionalized in the United States. During the 1960 census, reports classified Latin
American immigrants as “white,” grouping them with European Americans. Not only was this decision
controversial, but also Latino activists claimed that this classification hindered their ability to portray their
constituents as underrepresented minorities. Therefore, they called for a separate classification: Hispanic.
Once these populations could be quantified, businesses saw opportunities and the media responded. Spanish-
language television began to expand its reach to serve the now large, and newly unified, Hispanic
community with news and entertainment programming. Through archival research, oral histories, and
interviews, Mora reveals the broad, national-level process that led to the emergence of Hispanicity in
America.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Making
Hispanics: How Activists, Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American suitable to you? Often the
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Making Hispanics: How Activists,
Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New Americanis the main one of several books that everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Keith McLeod:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Making Hispanics: How Activists,
Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kyle Coffman:

Beside this specific Making Hispanics: How Activists, Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American
in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Making Hispanics: How Activists, Bureaucrats, and
Media Constructed a New American because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Jamie Harper:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Making Hispanics: How Activists,



Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American.
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