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A gripping and inspiring book, Civic Passions examines innovative leadership in periods of crisis in
American history. Starting from the late nineteenth century, when respected voices warned that America was
on the brink of collapse, Cecelia Tichi explores the wisdom of practical visionaries who were confronted
with a series of social, political, and financial upheavals that, in certain respects, seem eerily similar to
modern times. The United States--then, as now--was riddled with political corruption, financial panics, social
disruption, labor strife, and bourgeois inertia.

Drawing on a wealth of evocative personal accounts, biographies, and archival material, Tichi brings seven
iconoclastic--and often overlooked--individuals from the Gilded Age back to life. We meet physician Alice
Hamilton, theologian Walter Rauschenbusch, jurist Louis D. Brandeis, consumer advocate Florence Kelley,
antilynching activist Ida B. Wells-Barnett, economist John R. Commons, and child-welfare advocate Julia
Lathrop. Bucking the status quo of the Gilded Age as well as middle-class complacency, these reformers
tirelessly garnered popular support as they championed progressive solutions to seemingly intractable social
problems.

Civic Passions is a provocative and powerfully written social history, a collection of minibiographies, and a
user's manual on how a generation of social reformers can turn peril into progress with fresh, workable ideas.
Together, these narratives of advocacy provide a stunning precedent of progressive action and show how
citizen-activists can engage the problems of the age in imaginative ways. While offering useful models to
encourage the nation in a newly progressive direction, Civic Passions reminds us that one determined
individual can make a difference.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Thomas:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important usually. The book Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched Progressive
America (and What They Teach Us) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched
Progressive America (and What They Teach Us) is not only giving you more new information but also to be
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched Progressive America (and What They
Teach Us). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Paul Hardy:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched Progressive America (and What They
Teach Us) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jerry Deal:

The book untitled Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched Progressive America (and What They Teach Us)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice go through.

Ryan Young:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but in addition novel and Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched Progressive America
(and What They Teach Us) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched Progressive America (and What They



Teach Us) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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