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Different conceptions of the purpose of charity and the role of the state have long been at the center of the
debate over American welfare policy. Yet as Susan Traverso shows in this informative study of early
twentieth-century Boston, ethnic, religious, and gender conflicts also have had a significant impact on
welfare politics.

Between 1910 and 1940, Boston's growing immigrant population repeatedly clashed with the city's
traditional elite over how to provide assistance to the needy. While Yankee politicians and the leaders of
Protestant charities argued that relief should be delivered by private organizations, Irish politicians and
officials at Catholic and Jewish charities advocated extensive public welfare programs. Competing views of
gender roles further complicated these disagreements. The campaign for widows' pensions, for example, won
wide popular support even as public welfare programs that would primarily benefit men-such as
unemployment insurance and old age assistance-failed to gain acceptance.

In the 1920s, the debate over welfare shifted focus as prolonged periods of unemployment brought demands
for aid to men who had lost their jobs, particularly those with families to support. Using the rhetoric of the
Mothers' Aid campaign, Irish politicians broadened the idea of "acceptable dependency" to include men who
needed jobs to provide for their own dependents. By lessening the stigma of male dependency on public
welfare, these gendered arguments encouraged the expansion of public aid and set the stage for New Deal
welfare programs of the 1930s. During that decade, Traverso contends, the idealized family headed by a
male breadwinner became the basis for a shared vision of gender relations that mediated the political and
ethnic debate over welfare policy.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Welfare Politics in Boston, 1910-1940
(Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in Politics and History) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Scott Anderson:

This Welfare Politics in Boston, 1910-1940 (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in
Politics and History) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Welfare
Politics in Boston, 1910-1940 (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in Politics and
History) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Welfare Politics in Boston, 1910-1940 (Political Development of the American
Nation: Studies in Politics and History) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Welfare Politics in Boston, 1910-1940 (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in Politics
and History) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

John Bullard:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Welfare Politics in Boston, 1910-
1940 (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in Politics and History) book because this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Jerold Niemi:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to



share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Welfare Politics in Boston, 1910-1940 (Political Development of the American Nation: Studies in
Politics and History), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.
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