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The Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant Mainline offers the first full-length, critical study of
The Christian Century, widely regarded as the most influential religious magazine in America for most of the
twentieth century and hailed by Time as "Protestantism's most vigorous voice."

Elesha Coffman narrates the previously untold story of the magazine, exploring its chronic financial
struggles, evolving editorial positions, and often fractious relations among writers, editors, and readers, as
well as the central role it played in the rise of mainline Protestantism. Coffman situates this narrative within
larger trends in American religion and society. Under the editorship of Charles Clayton Morrison from 1908-
1947, the magazine spoke out about many of the most pressing social and political issues of the time, from
child labor and women's suffrage to war, racism, and the internment of Japanese Americans during World
War II. It published such luminaries as Jane Addams, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Martin Luther King Jr. and
jostled with the Nation, the New Republic, and Commonweal, as it sought to enlarge its readership and
solidify its position as the voice of liberal Protestantism. But by the 1950s, internal strife between liberals
and neo-orthodox and the rising challenge of Billy Graham's evangelicalism would shatter the illusion of
Protestant consensus. The coalition of highly educated, theologically and politically liberal Protestants
associated with the magazine made a strong case for their own status as shepherds of the American soul but
failed to attract a popular following that matched their intellectual and cultural clout.

Elegantly written and persuasively argued, The Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant Mainline
takes readers inside one of the most important religious magazines of the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Benitez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant Mainline.

Judith Cole:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant
Mainline why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Juan Crowe:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is The Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant Mainline this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Dennis Bales:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book The
Christian Century and the Rise of the Protestant Mainline we can get more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Christian Century and the Rise of



the Protestant Mainline. You can more pleasing than now.
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