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Since the 1980s, the world's governments have decreased state welfare and thus increased the number of
unprotected "informal" or "precarious" workers. As a result, more and more workers do not receive secure
wages or benefits from either employers or the state. What are these workers doing to improve their
livelihoods? Informal Labor, Formal Politics, and Dignified Discontent in India offers a fresh and
provocative look into the alternative social movements informal workers in India are launching. It also offers
a unique analysis of the conditions under which these movements succeed or fail. Drawing from 300
interviews with informal workers, government officials, and union leaders, Rina Agarwala argues that Indian
informal workers are using their power as voters to demand welfare benefits (such as education, housing, and
healthcare) from the state, rather than demanding traditional work benefits (such as minimum wages and job
security) from employers. In addition, they are organizing at the neighborhood level, rather than the shop
floor, and appealing to "citizenship," rather than labor rights. Agarwala concludes that movements are most
successful when operating under parties that compete for mass votes and support economic liberalization
(even populist parties), and are least successful when operating under non-competitive electoral contexts
(even those tied to communist parties).
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

Precisely why? Because this Informal Labor, Formal Politics, and Dignified Discontent in India (Cambridge
Studies in Contentious Politics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ida Torres:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Informal Labor, Formal Politics, and
Dignified Discontent in India (Cambridge Studies in Contentious Politics) guide written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Informal Labor, Formal Politics, and Dignified
Discontent in India (Cambridge Studies in Contentious Politics) as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Ward:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Informal Labor, Formal
Politics, and Dignified Discontent in India (Cambridge Studies in Contentious Politics) which is having the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Informal Labor, Formal Politics, and
Dignified Discontent in India (Cambridge Studies in Contentious Politics) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the guide Informal



Labor, Formal Politics, and Dignified Discontent in India (Cambridge Studies in Contentious Politics) can to
be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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