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The NIV Application Commentary Ecclesiastes/Song of Songs. Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs have always
presented particular challenges to their readers, especially if those readers are seeking to understand them as
part of Christian Scripture. Ecclesiastes regularly challenges the reader as to grammar and syntax. The
interpretation even of words which occur frequently in the book is often unclear and a matter of dispute,
partly because there is frequent word-play in the course of the argument. The argument is itself complex and
sometimes puzzling and has often provoked the charge of inconsistency or outright self-contradiction. When
considered in the larger context of the OT, Ecclesiastes stands out as an unusual book, whose connection
with the main stream of biblical tradition seems tenuous. We find ourselves apparently reading about the
meaninglessness of life and the certainty of death in a universe in which God is certainly present but is
distant and somewhat uninvolved. When considered in the context of the NT, the dissonance between
Ecclesiastes and its scriptural context seems even greater; for if there is one thing that we do not find in this
book, it is the joy of resurrection. Perhaps this is one reason why Ecclesiastes is seldom read or preached on
in modern churches. The Song of Songs (also known as the Song of Solomon) has been read, historically, by
Christians, in two primary ways?as a text which concerns the love and sexual intimacy of human beings and
as a text which uses the language of human love and intimacy to speak of something else?the relationship
between Christ and the church. Christians have often felt that they must choose between these options?that a
text about human love and sexual intimacy could not be at the same time a spiritual text. It is one of the
challenges of reading the Song to explore how far this is necessarily true and how far Christian readers have
been influenced in their reading more by Platonism and Gnosticism than by biblical thinking about the nature
of the human being and of human sexuality. Another challenge is to discover whether the Song is really one
“song” at all, or simply a haphazard collection of shorter poems cast together because of their common
theme of love; and still another is to gain clarity on what, precisely, is the connection between the Song and
Solomon. This commentary sets out to wrestle honestly with all the challenges of reading these biblical
books?the challenges of reading the texts in themselves, and the challenges of reading them as intrinsic parts
of Christian Scripture. Using the standard structure of the NIVAC series, it explores their “original
meaning,” the “bridging contexts” that enable their journey to the present, and their “contemporary
significance.” In the course of the exploration, these books are seen to be deeply relevant in what they have
to say both to the contemporary church and the contemporary culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

The event that you get from Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs instantly.

Sandra McNulty:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able
to pick Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs become your own personal starter.

Benjamin King:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list will be Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.

Adrian Rogers:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs when you necessary it?
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