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A survey of Native American earthlodge research from across the Great Plains.

Early explorers initially believed the earthlodge homes of Plains village peoples were made entirely of earth.
Actually, however, earthlodges are timber-frame structures, with the frame covered by successive layers of
willows, grass, and earth, and with a tunnel-like entryway and a smoke hole in the center of the roof. The
products of nearly a millennium of engineering development, historic period lodges were massively built.
With diameters up to 60 feet across, they comprise the largest and most complex artifacts built on the Plains
until the 20th century. Sheltering nuclear or extended families and their possessions—beds, stored food and
clothing, weapons, sweatlodges, and even livestock—they shaped Plains villagers' lives both physically and
symbolically.

This collection of papers explores current research in the ethnography and archaeology of Plains earthlodges,
considering a variety of Plains tribes, including the Mandan, Hidatsa, Cheyenne, and their late prehistoric
period predecessors. Acknowledged experts in the field discuss topics including lodge construction,
architecture, maintenance, deterioration, and lifespan; the ritual practices performed in them; their
associations with craft traditions, medicine lodges, and the Sun Dance; their gender symbolism; and their
geophysical signatures.

With technological advances allowing an ever greater recognition of archaeological evidence in situ, future
earthlodge research will yield even more information on their owners and residents. This volume provides a
much-needed baseline for such research as well as comparative data for the occurrence of earthlodges in
other sections of North America.

Contributors:
Jennifer R. Bales, Donald J. Blakeslee, Kenneth L. Kvamme, Stephen C. Lensink, Margot P. Liberty,
Elizabeth P. Pauls, Donna C. Roper, Michael Scullin, W. Raymond Wood
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Plains Earthlodges: Ethnographic and
Archaeological Perspectives seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Plains Earthlodges: Ethnographic and
Archaeological Perspectives is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Plains Earthlodges: Ethnographic and Archaeological Perspectives. You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Melinda Gregory:

The book untitled Plains Earthlodges: Ethnographic and Archaeological Perspectives is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Plains Earthlodges: Ethnographic and Archaeological Perspectives from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Harold Scott:

The book with title Plains Earthlodges: Ethnographic and Archaeological Perspectives posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Reuben Beaubien:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Plains Earthlodges: Ethnographic and Archaeological Perspectives was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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