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Narrative informs everything we think, do, plan, remember, and imagine. We tell stories and we listen to
stories, gauging their “well-formedness” within a couple of years of learning to walk and talk. Some argue
that the capacity to understand narrative is innate to our species; others claim that while that might be so, the
invention of writing then re-wired our brains.            
 
In The Secret Life of Stories, Michael Bérubé tells a dramatically different tale, in a compelling account of
how an understanding of intellectual disability can transform our understanding of narrative. Instead of
focusing on characters with disabilities, he shows how ideas about intellectual disability inform an
astonishingly wide array of narrative strategies, providing a new and  startling way of thinking through
questions of time, self-reflexivity, and motive in the experience of reading. Interweaving his own stories with
readings of such texts as Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury, Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time, Kingston’s The Woman Warrior, and Philip K. Dick’s Martian Time-Slip, Bérubé puts his
theory into practice, stretching the purview of the study of literature and the role of disability studies within
it. Armed only with the tools of close reading, Bérubé demonstrates the immensely generative possibilities in
the ways disability is deployed within fiction, finding in them powerful meditations on what it means to be a
social being, a sentient creature with an awareness of mortality and causality—and sentience itself.
Persuasive and witty, Michael Bérubé engages Harry Potter fans and scholars of literature alike. For all
readers, The Secret Life of Stories will fundamentally change the way we think about the way we read.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Typically the book The Secret Life of Stories: From Don Quixote to Harry Potter, How Understanding
Intellectual Disability Transforms the Way We Read will bring one to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book The Secret Life of Stories: From Don Quixote to Harry Potter, How
Understanding Intellectual Disability Transforms the Way We Read is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ann Bland:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Secret Life of Stories: From Don Quixote
to Harry Potter, How Understanding Intellectual Disability Transforms the Way We Read can be great book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Milan Allen:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Secret Life of Stories: From Don Quixote
to Harry Potter, How Understanding Intellectual Disability Transforms the Way We Read, you could enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Manuel Rose:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Secret Life of Stories: From Don Quixote to
Harry Potter, How Understanding Intellectual Disability Transforms the Way We Read was colorful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Secret Life of Stories: From Don Quixote to
Harry Potter, How Understanding Intellectual Disability Transforms the Way We Read has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that
will.
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