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Cheryl Nixon's book is the first to connect the eighteenth-century fictional orphan and factual orphan,
emphasizing the legal concepts of estate, blood, and body. Examining novels by authors such as Eliza
Haywood, Tobias Smollett, and Elizabeth Inchbald, and referencing never-before analyzed case records,
Nixon reconstructs the narratives of real orphans in the British parliamentary, equity, and common law
courts and compares them to the narratives of fictional orphans. The orphan's uncertain economic, familial,
and bodily status creates opportunities to 'plot' his or her future according to new ideologies of the social
individual. Nixon demonstrates that the orphan encourages both fact and fiction to re-imagine structures of
estate (property and inheritance), blood (familial origins and marriage), and body (gender and class
mobility). Whereas studies of the orphan typically emphasize the poor urban foundling, Nixon focuses on the
orphaned heir or heiress and his or her need to be situated in a domestic space. Arguing that the eighteenth
century constructs the 'valued' orphan, Nixon shows how the wealthy orphan became associated with new
understandings of the individual. New archival research encompassing print and manuscript records from
Parliament, Chancery, Exchequer, and King's Bench demonstrate the law's interest in the propertied orphan.
The novel uses this figure to question the formulaic structures of narrative sub-genres such as the picaresque
and romance and ultimately encourage the hybridization of such plots. As Nixon traces the orphan's
contribution to the developing novel and developing ideology of the individual, she shows how the orphan
creates factual and fictional understandings of class, family, and gender.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Orphan in Eighteenth-Century
Law and Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood, 1700 to the Present) will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Lorraine Edler:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Orphan in Eighteenth-Century Law and
Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood, 1700 to the Present) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mary Richie:

This book untitled The Orphan in Eighteenth-Century Law and Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood,
1700 to the Present) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements
to past this reserve from your list.

Katie Broadnax:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Orphan in Eighteenth-
Century Law and Literature (Ashgate Studies in Childhood, 1700 to the Present) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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