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There is no shortage of politicians who make a habit of shooting from the hip, but it is much rarer to find one
who speaks from the heart. Václav Havel knows no other way to speak, or to write. Both as a dissident and
as a playwright it was his sworn purpose for many years to combat evil with nothing but truth. As president
of Czechoslovakia, and now of the Czech Republic, he has clung to that habit, refusing to turn over either his
conscience or his voice to political handlers and professional speechwriters. Instead he assumes the
additional burden--for him, it is a distinct pleasure--of composing all of his oratory. Audiences from New
York to New Delhi, Oslo to Tokyo, have been the luckier for his decision.

This volume consists of thirty-five of these essays, written between the years 1990 and 1996, that manage to
be both profoundly personal and profoundly political. Havel writes of totalitarianism, its miseries and the
nonetheless difficult emergence from it.

He describes how his country and the other postcommunist countries are learning democracy from scratch
and are encountering obstacles from inside and out. He marvels at the single technology-driven civilization
that envelops the globe, and the challenges this presents to multicultural realities. He invokes the duty of
every person alive to prevent hatred and fear from derailing history ever again. He acknowledges "the
advantage it is for doing a good job as president to know that I do not belong in the position and that I can at
any moment, and justifiably, be removed from it."  And he reminds us that--contrary to all appearances--
common sense, moderation, responsibility, good taste, feeling, instinct, and conscience are not alien to
politics, but are the very key to its long-term success.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the information
as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Art of the Impossible: Politics as Morality in Practice, you could tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Buddy Stewart:

The Art of the Impossible: Politics as Morality in Practice can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Art of the Impossible:
Politics as Morality in Practice yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Allen Green:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Art of the Impossible: Politics
as Morality in Practice is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Amy Smith:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Art of the Impossible: Politics as Morality
in Practice can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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