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In 1631, when the Dutch tried to develop plantation agriculture in the Delaware Valley, the Lenape Indians
destroyed the colony of Swanendael and killed its residents. The Natives and Dutch quickly negotiated
peace, avoiding an extended war through diplomacy and trade. The Lenapes preserved their political
sovereignty for the next fifty years as Dutch, Swedish, Finnish, and English colonists settled the Delaware
Valley. The European outposts did not approach the size and strength of those in Virginia, New England, and
New Netherland. Even after thousands of Quakers arrived in West New Jersey and Pennsylvania in the late
1670s and '80s, the region successfully avoided war for another seventy-five years.

Lenape Country is a sweeping narrative history of the multiethnic society of the Delaware Valley in the
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. After Swanendael, the Natives, Swedes, and Finns avoided war
by focusing on trade and forging strategic alliances in such events as the Dutch conquest, the Mercurius
affair, the Long Swede conspiracy, and English attempts to seize land. Drawing on a wide range of sources,
author Jean R. Soderlund demonstrates that the hallmarks of Delaware Valley society—commitment to
personal freedom, religious liberty, peaceful resolution of conflict, and opposition to hierarchical
government—began in the Delaware Valley not with Quaker ideals or the leadership of William Penn but
with the Lenape Indians, whose culture played a key role in shaping Delaware Valley society. The first
comprehensive account of the Lenape Indians and their encounters with European settlers before
Pennsylvania's founding, Lenape Country places Native culture at the center of this part of North America.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

The experience that you get from Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society Before William Penn (Early
American Studies) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Lenape Country:
Delaware Valley Society Before William Penn (Early American Studies) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society
Before William Penn (Early American Studies) instantly.

Jimmy Stone:

This book untitled Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society Before William Penn (Early American Studies)
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from
your list.

Joseph Johnson:

Exactly why? Because this Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society Before William Penn (Early American
Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Drew Dube:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of many books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Lenape Country: Delaware Valley Society
Before William Penn (Early American Studies). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many



advantages.
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