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This publication brings back into print the complete testimony, as released by the AEC in 1954, of the
hearing called to determine if Oppenheimer was a "security risk." But the importance of the document goes
far beyond the considered question of whether to terminate his security clearance: The testimony spans
Oppenheimer's personal life from the 1920s to the 1950s, reflects the broader political and scientific stirrings
of this period, and raises issues that remain central today. The document develops all these themes—it is a
compelling human portrait, an eyewitness history of some of the most important events of the century, and a
flashback to one of the points of origin of our present concerns with the arms race and government decision
making, conscientious dissent and national loyalty.

The testimony is inherently dramatic (as a recent play of the same title has shown). In the title role,
Oppenheimer reveals himself as a man of Hamletlike complexity, by turns humble and arrogant, naïve and
knowing, candid and reserved, witty and deadly serious. His final greatness makes itself felt in that joining of
resignation to resolution with which he accepts the adverse outcome of his case (to him, inevitable) and its
tragic implications for the nation.

As background, the testimony carries the reader through a number of settings: the revolution in physics of
the late 1920s; the depression, the rise of Nazism, the Spanish Civil War, and the American left's fascination
with another sort of revolution; the war years, the building of the atomic bomb, and the decision to use it; the
simultaneous opening of the U.N. and the Cold War, and the failure to bring atomic weapons under
international control; and the heyday of McCarthyism with its patriotic hysteria, suspicion, and repression.

The abiding pertinence of this document is obvious. It is addressed to a nation loudly debating ABM and
MIRV deployment, leftist politics, military-industrial-governmental power, the question of loyalty, the limits
of dissent, and the right of a man to define for himself, in conscience, what the "national interest" is or
should be, as Oppenheimer did in opposing the creation of the hydrogen bomb.

Among those called to give witness in these matters are Fermi, von Neumann, Bethe, DuBridge, Rabi,
Teller, Gen, Groves, McCloy, Lilienthal, Karl Compton, Bush, and Conant. For the first time, the transcript
has been provided with an index.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Rodriguez:

This In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of hearing before personnel security board and texts
of principal documents and letters book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That In the
Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of hearing before personnel security board and texts of
principal documents and letters without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of hearing
before personnel security board and texts of principal documents and letters can bring any time you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of hearing before personnel security
board and texts of principal documents and letters having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Melissa Becker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of
hearing before personnel security board and texts of principal documents and letters as your daily resource
information.

Barbara Simon:

Exactly why? Because this In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer: Transcript of hearing before personnel
security board and texts of principal documents and letters is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.



Keely Charles:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer:
Transcript of hearing before personnel security board and texts of principal documents and letters is simple
to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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