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Crucible of Conflict is an ethnographic and historical study of Hindu castes, matrilineal family structure,
popular religious traditions, and ethnic conflict. It is also the first full-length ethnography of Sri Lanka’s east
coast, an area that suffered heavily in the 2004 tsunami and that is of vital significance to the political future
of the island nation. Since the bitter guerrilla war for an independent Tamil homeland in Sri Lanka broke out
in 1983, the easternmost region of the island has emerged as a strategic site of conflict. Dennis B. McGilvray
argues that any long-term resolution of the ethnic conflict must accommodate this region, in which Sinhalese
Buddhists, Tamil Hindus, and Tamil-speaking Muslims are each a significant share of the population.

McGilvray explores the densely populated farming and fishing settlements in this coastal zone, focusing on
the Tamil and Muslim inhabitants of an agricultural town in the Ampara District. Drawing on fieldwork
conducted over more than thirty years as well as on Tamil and Dutch historical sources, he describes the
regional dominance of a non-Brahmin matrilineal caste of thirteenth-century Kerala origin. The Muslims,
who acquired dowry lands and matrilineal family patterns through local intermarriages, have in the twentieth
century emerged from Hindu caste domination and are now the Tamil Hindus’ political and economic
equals. Crucible of Conflict offers a uniquely detailed account of Muslim kinship and community
organization in eastern Sri Lanka, as well as a comparison of Tamil and Muslim practices and institutions.
McGilvray concludes with an analysis of the interethnic tensions and communal violence that have
intensified in recent years.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Koenig:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Crucible of Conflict: Tamil and Muslim Society on
the East Coast of Sri Lanka to read.

Marco Manuel:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Crucible of Conflict: Tamil and Muslim Society
on the East Coast of Sri Lanka is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Irene Carpenter:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Crucible of Conflict: Tamil and Muslim Society on the East Coast of Sri
Lanka book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer connected with Crucible of Conflict: Tamil and Muslim Society on the East Coast of Sri Lanka
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Crucible of
Conflict: Tamil and Muslim Society on the East Coast of Sri Lanka is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

David Saenz:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Crucible of Conflict: Tamil and Muslim Society on the East Coast of Sri Lanka.
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