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From the author of 1491—the best-selling study of the pre-Columbian Americas—a deeply engaging new
history of the most momentous biological event since the death of the dinosaurs.

More than 200 million years ago, geological forces split apart the continents. Isolated from each other, the
two halves of the world developed radically different suites of plants and animals. When Christopher
Columbus set foot in the Americas, he ended that separation at a stroke. Driven by the economic goal of
establishing trade with China, he accidentally set off an ecological convulsion as European vessels carried
thousands of species to new homes across the oceans.

The Columbian Exchange, as researchers call it, is the reason there are tomatoes in Italy, oranges in Florida,
chocolates in Switzerland, and chili peppers in Thailand. More important, creatures the colonists knew
nothing about hitched along for the ride. Earthworms, mosquitoes, and cockroaches; honeybees, dandelions,
and African grasses; bacteria, fungi, and viruses; rats of every description—all of them rushed like eager
tourists into lands that had never seen their like before, changing lives and landscapes across the planet.

Eight decades after Columbus, a Spaniard named Legazpi succeeded where Columbus had failed. He sailed
west to establish continual trade with China, then the richest, most powerful country in the world. In Manila,
a city Legazpi founded, silver from the Americas, mined by African and Indian slaves, was sold to Asians in
return for silk for Europeans. It was the first time that goods and people from every corner of the globe were
connected in a single worldwide exchange. Much as Columbus created a new world biologically, Legazpi
and the Spanish empire he served created a new world economically.

As Charles C. Mann shows, the Columbian Exchange underlies much of subsequent human history.
Presenting the latest research by ecologists, anthropologists, archaeologists, and historians, Mann shows how
the creation of this worldwide network of ecological and economic exchange fostered the rise of Europe,
devastated imperial China, convulsed Africa, and for two centuries made Mexico City—where Asia, Europe,
and the new frontier of the Americas dynamically interacted—the center of the world. In such encounters, he
uncovers the germ of today’s fiercest political disputes, from immigration to trade policy to culture wars.

In 1493, Charles Mann gives us an eye-opening scientific interpretation of our past, unequaled in its
authority and fascination.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

The book 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book 1493: Uncovering the New
World Columbus Created to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a reserve 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Brent Thompson:

The book 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created? A few of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Thelma Burke:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name 1493:
Uncovering the New World Columbus Created suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Createdis a single of
several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Michael Rodiguez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in



writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this 1493:
Uncovering the New World Columbus Created.
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