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"THE FIRST AMERICAN BESTSELLER” Mary Rowlandson, a colonial American captured during King
Philip's War and held for 11 weeks before being ransomed, wrote of her ordeal in The Sovereignty and
Goodness of God: Being a Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson.
Rowlandson and her children were forced to accompany the Indians as they travelled through the wilderness
to carry out other raids on colonists and fight the English militia. The severe conditions are recounted in
visceral detail. Following her ransom, Rowlandson is thought to have composed a private narrative of her
captivity recounting the stages of her odyssey in twenty distinct "Removes" or journeys. The text of her
narrative is replete with verses and references describing conditions similar to her own, and have fueled
much speculation regarding the influence of Increase Mather in the production of the text. The tensions
between colonists and Native Americans, particularly in the aftermath of King Philip's War, were a source of
anxiety in the colonies. While in fear of losing connection to their own culture and society, Puritan colonists
were curious about the experience of one who had lived among Native people as a captive and returned to
colonial society. The publication of Rowlandson's captivity narrative earned the colonist an important place
in the history of American literature. A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson
is among the most frequently cited examples of a captivity narrative and is often viewed as an archetypal
model. This important American literary genre functioned as a source of information for eighteenth and
nineteenth-century writers James Fenimore Cooper, Ann Bleecker, John Williams, and James Seaver, in their
portrayals of colonial history. Because of Rowlandson's encounter with her Indian captors, her narrative is
also interesting for its treatment of intercultural contact. Finally, in its use of autobiography, Biblical
typology, and similarity to the "Jeremiad", "A narrative of the Captivity" offers valuable insight into the
Puritan mind. This text is considered a seminal American work in the literary genre of captivity narratives. It
went through four printings in 1682 and garnered readership both in the New England colonies and in
England, leading it to be considered by some the first American "bestseller.” [Source: Wikipedia]
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pinkerton:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs.
Mary Rowlandson. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important any book Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

John Merritt:

The reason? Because this Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Henry Rodriguez:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suited all of you.

Sam Nielsen:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson.



This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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