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A personal and cultural mediation, Philip D. Beidler’s The Island Called Paradise explores the fascinating
ways Cuban history and culture have permeated North American consciousness, and vice versa.

In The Island Called Paradise, Philip D. Beidler shares his personal discovery of the vast, rich, and
astonishing history of the island of Cuba and the interrelatedness of Cuba and the US.

Cuba first entered Beidler’s consciousness in the early 1960s when he watched with mesmerized anxiety the
televised reports of the Cuban missile crisis, a conflict that reduced a multifaceted, centuries-old history
between North America and Cuba to the stark duotones of Cold War politics. Fifty years later, when Beidler
traveled to the US’s island neighbor, he found a Cuba unlike the nation portrayed in truculent political
rhetoric or in the easy preconceptions of US popular culture. Instead he found an entrancing people and
landscape with deep historical connections to the US and a dazzling culture that overwhelmed his creative
spirit.

In twelve original essays, Beidler reintroduces to English-speaking readers many of the central figures, both
real and literary, of Cuban and Cuban-American history. Meet Cecilia Valdés, the young mixed-race heroine
of a 1839 novel that takes readers to the poor streets and sumptuous salons of Spanish colonial Cuba, and
Narciso López, a real-life Venezuelan adventurer and filibustero who attempted to foment a Cuban uprising
against Spain. Both would have been familiar figures to nineteenth-century Americans. Beidler also visits the
twentieth-century lives of “the two Ernestos” (Ernest Hemingway and Che Guevara), and the pop-culture
Cuban icon Ricky Ricardo.

A country not with one history but multiple layers of history, Cuba becomes a fertile island for Beidler’s
exploration. Art, he argues, perpetually crosses walls erected by politics, history, and nationality. At its core,
The Island Called Paradise renews and refreshes our knowledge of an older Atlantic world even as we begin
to envision a future in which the old bonds between our nations may be restored.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The Island Called Paradise: Cuba in History, Literature,
and the Arts was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The guide The Island Called Paradise: Cuba in History, Literature, and the Arts is
not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Island Called
Paradise: Cuba in History, Literature, and the Arts. You never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Leroy Torres:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Island Called Paradise: Cuba in History,
Literature, and the Arts, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

John Moore:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Island Called
Paradise: Cuba in History, Literature, and the Arts that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Island Called Paradise: Cuba in History,
Literature, and the Arts become your own starter.

Lloyd Stec:

This The Island Called Paradise: Cuba in History, Literature, and the Arts is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Island Called Paradise: Cuba in History, Literature, and the Arts in your hand like getting the



world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that?
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