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While the social identity of women in medieval society hinged largely on the ritual of marriage, identity for
men was derived from belonging to a particular group. Knights, monks, apprentices, guildsmen all
underwent a process of initiation into their unique subcultures. As From Boys to Men shows, the process of
this socialization reveals a great deal about medieval ideas of what it meant to be a man—as distinguished
from a boy, from a woman, and even from a beast.

In an exploration of the creation of adult masculine identities in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, From
Boys to Men takes a close look at the roles of men through the lens of three distinct institutions: the
university, the aristocratic household and court, and the craft workshop. Ruth Mazo Karras demonstrates
that, while men in the later Middle Ages were defined as the opposite of women, this was never the only
factor in determining their role in society. A knight proved himself against other men by the successful use
of violence as well as by successful control of women. University scholars proved themselves against each
other through a violence that was metaphorical and against other men by their Latinity and their use of the
tools of logic and rationality. Craft workers proved their manhood by achieving independent householder
status.

Drawing on sources throughout Northern Europe, including court records and other administrative
documents, prescriptive texts such as instructions for dubbing to knighthood, biographies, and imaginative
literature, From Boys to Men sheds new light on how young men were trained to take their place in medieval
society and the implications of that training for the construction of gender in the Middle Ages.

Rescuing maleness from its classification as an ungendered category, From Boys to Men unravels what it
meant to be men in a womanless context, revealing the common threads that emerge from the study of young
manhood in various disparate institutional settings.
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From reader reviews:

John Minnis:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide From Boys to Men: Formations of
Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Lawrence Woods:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late
Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) as your daily resource information.

Roy Taylor:

This From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) is
brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages
Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to
get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.

John Casper:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This From Boys to Men: Formations of
Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) can give you a lot of pals because by you
looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that



perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So
, why hesitate? We need to have From Boys to Men: Formations of Masculinity in Late Medieval Europe
(The Middle Ages Series).
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