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In the second half of the eighteenth century, the Russian Empire-already the largest on earth-expanded its
dominion onto the ocean. Through a series of government-sponsored voyages of discovery and the
establishment of a private fur trade, Russians crossed and re-crossed the Bering Strait and the North Pacific
Ocean, establishing colonies in Kamchatka and Alaska and exporting marine mammal furs to Europe and
China. In the process they radically transformed the North Pacific, causing environmental catastrophe.

In one of the most hotly-contested imperial arenas of the day, the Russian empire organized a host of
Siberian and Alaskan native peoples to rapaciously hunt for fur seals, sea otters, and other fur-bearing
animals. The animals declined precipitously, and Steller's sea cow went extinct. This destruction captured the
attention of natural historians who for the first time began to recognize the threat of species extinction. These
experts drew upon Enlightenment and Romantic-era ideas about nature and imperialism but their ideas were
refracted through Russian scientific culture and influenced by the region's unique ecology. Cosmopolitan
scientific networks ensured the spread of their ideas throughout Europe. Heeding the advice of these
scientific experts, Russian colonial governors began long-term management of marine mammal stocks and
instituted some of the colonial world's most forward-thinking conservationist policies.

Highlighting the importance of the North Pacific in Russian imperial and global environmental history,
Empire of Extinction focuses on the development of ideas about the natural world in a crucial location far
from what has been considered the center of progressive environmental attitudes.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Hutchings:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Empire of Extinction: Russians and
the North Pacific's Strange Beasts of the Sea, 1741-1867 is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Belinda Smith:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Empire of Extinction: Russians and the North Pacific's Strange Beasts of the Sea, 1741-1867, you may
tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Catherine Cote:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Empire of Extinction: Russians and the
North Pacific's Strange Beasts of the Sea, 1741-1867, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Daryl Sanders:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you personally is Empire of Extinction: Russians and the North Pacific's Strange
Beasts of the Sea, 1741-1867 this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer



value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That
is why this book suitable all of you.
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