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Perhaps no event in American history arouses more impassioned debate than the abolition of slavery.
Answers to basic questions about who ended slavery, how, and why remain fiercely contested more than a
century and a half after the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment. In The Long Emancipation, Ira Berlin
draws upon decades of study to offer a framework for understanding slavery’s demise in the United States.
Freedom was not achieved in a moment, and emancipation was not an occasion but a near-century-long
process?a shifting but persistent struggle that involved thousands of men and women.

Berlin teases out the distinct characteristics of emancipation, weaving them into a larger narrative of the
meaning of American freedom. The most important factor was the will to survive and the enduring resistance
of enslaved black people themselves. In striving for emancipation, they were also the first to raise the crucial
question of their future status. If they were no longer slaves, what would they be? African Americans
provided the answer, drawing on ideals articulated in the Declaration of Independence and precepts of
evangelical Christianity. Freedom was their inalienable right in a post-slavery society, for nothing seemed
more natural to people of color than the idea that all Americans should be equal.

African Americans were not naive about the price of their idealism. Just as slavery was an institution
initiated and maintained by violence, undoing slavery also required violence. Freedom could be achieved
only through generations of long and brutal struggle.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the United States (The
Nathan I. Huggins Lectures) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the
United States (The Nathan I. Huggins Lectures) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the United States (The Nathan I.
Huggins Lectures) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Rebecca Clark:

This The Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the United States (The Nathan I. Huggins Lectures)
are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The
Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the United States (The Nathan I. Huggins Lectures) can be
one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The
Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the United States (The Nathan I. Huggins Lectures) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Frank Tye:

The actual book The Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the United States (The Nathan I.
Huggins Lectures) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Annie Fowler:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely The Long Emancipation: The Demise of Slavery in the United States (The Nathan I.
Huggins Lectures).
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