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The Missouri History Museum archives are bursting with collections that provide firsthand accounts of both
historic and everyday moments, but when archivist M. E. Kodner came across the James Love letters, she
knew she had discovered something extraordinary. My Dear Molly consists of the 166 letters that St. Louisan
James Love wrote to his fiancée, ElizaMary “Molly” Wilson, during his Civil War service. The letters
discuss the war, including activitiesin Missouri, battles, Love'slife asasoldier, and histimein a
Confederate prison, in addition to detailing the love story of James and Molly. Spanning the entire Civil War
period, the letters give afull account of both the ongoing conflict and the many different aspects of Love's
life, making My Dear Molly a unique contribution to our literature of the time period.

The book opens with a prologue describing Love' slife before the war, including hisimmigration to the
United States from Ireland, his early career, and atrip to Australia he took in the 1850s. The body of the text
consists of hisletters and is divided into three sections: Love's early service with the Fifth US Reserve
Corps, most of which was spent in Missouri; his service with the Eighth Kansas Infantry, which includes
descriptions of military life and battle, ending with him being wounded at the Battle of Chickamauga and
taken prisoner; and his years in various Confederate prisons and his attempts to escape. Each portion of the
book begins with an introduction to place the letters in their historical context and to briefly explain the
events and people that Love mentionsin hisletters. It concludes with an epilogue describing hisfinal,
successful escape, hislife with Molly after the war, how the letters came to the Missouri History Museum,
and Kodner’s discovery of her connections through family friends to James and Molly’ s descendants. My
Dear Molly is aremarkable, riveting volume that will add much to our knowledge of the Civil War
period—its battles and conflicts as well as the experiences of ordinary Americans like James and Molly.
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From reader reviews:
Eileen Matherly:

The book My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like abook My Dear Molly: The
Civil War Letters of Captain James Love? Severa of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James L ove has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Emma Englund:

This My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love usually are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of thisMy Dear Moally: The Civil War Letters of Captain James
Love can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this My
Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it
and revd in reading.

DoloresWade:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name My Dear Mally: The
Civil War Letters of Captain James Love suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The actual book untitled My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Loveis the one of
severa books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, and so al of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This
book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Gary Jensen:

My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The author giving hig/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing My Dear Molly: The
Civil War Letters of Captain James Love although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great



information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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