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An abrupt break in the prevailing modes of artistic expression, for many, marks the advent of modernism in
the early twentieth century, but revisionary attempts to pin down a precise moment of its emergence remain
disputed. History of a Shiver proffers a different approach, tracing the first inkling of modernism instead to
the nineteenth century's fascination with music.

As Jed Rasula deftly shows, melomania--the passion for music--gave rise to concepts like Richard Wagner's
"endless melody" and the Gesamtkunstwerk, or total work of art, which in turn infused the arts of the fin de
siècle with an aura of expectancy, challenging them to induce musical effects by their own means. With each
art aspiring to produce the effects of another artistic medium, a synesthetic yearning ran like a shiver through
the body of art that would emerge over the next half century. Rasula traces this pan-arts polyphony from
German Romantic theory to early experiments in "visual music," encompassing such diverse phenomena as
American fixation on Arcadia, early film theory, and the lure of the fourth dimension. All the while, he keeps
focus on the paramount historical consequence in elevating music to a new universal aesthetic standard,
arguing that Wagnerism was first among modern "isms."

In surveying this momentous interplay among arts, History of a Shiver ranges from literature, music and
painting to theatre, cinema, dance, photography, and civic pageantry. It retells the story of modernism by
recovering not an idea, but a feeling-the hair-raising potential for each painting, literary text, or musical
composition to herald an unprecedented domain of human enterprise.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They
must answer that question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this History of a Shiver: The
Sublime Impudence of Modernism to read.

Theresa Pepper:

The publication untitled History of a Shiver: The Sublime Impudence of Modernism is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of History of a Shiver: The Sublime Impudence of Modernism from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sheila Robinson:

The reason? Because this History of a Shiver: The Sublime Impudence of Modernism is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Kelly Gomes:

The book untitled History of a Shiver: The Sublime Impudence of Modernism contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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